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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Chad Anderson on 5/20/03. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In claim 7, after "of each product", - - , wherein m > 2 and is a natural number- - was 
inserted. 

In claim 8, "and is a natural number" was deleted. 
In claim 21: 

At line 9, after "and reflecting the at least two", "least" was deleted. 

At line 10, after "upon a first set of at least two consecutive", - - rolling - - was inserted. 

At line 13, after "at least two laser", "beam" was deleted and - - beams- - was inserted. 

At line 14, "articles" was deleted and - - products- - was inserted. 

At line 16, after "two consecutive", - - rolling- - was inserted. 

At line 17, after "two consecutive", - - rolling- - was inserted. 

Reasons For Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The cited 
prior art does not disclose or reasonably suggests changing the permeability of tubular 
wrappers of the tobacco industry wherein the method includes an oscillating step of 
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swiveling a mirror from a first position to a second position to move at least two laser 
beam synchronously in the conveying direction of the first set of at least two rolling 
articles and swiveling a mirror opposite to the conveying direction back to the first 
position to reflect the at least two laser beams upon another set of at least two 
consecutive products following the first set of at least two consecutive products. The 
closest prior art (US 4,720,619) rotates the mirrors In the direction of the conveying 
products without moving the swiveling mirror back to its first position via a direction 
opposite the conveying direction of the wrappers. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. " 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lopez whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
1 174. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on (703) 308-1 164. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7718 
for regular communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. 
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